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SOME COLORADO NIGHT HERON NOTES 
ROBERT ROCKWELL 
WITH NINE PHOTOS THE AUTHOR 


URING the spring the years 1906, 1907 and 1908, happy combination 
circumstances made possible for the writer spend portion each 
week Barr, station nineteen miles northeast Denver, Colorado, study- 

ing the abundant bird life along the chain reservoirs and seepage ponds, which 
extends from this point several miles the northeast. During the time workt 
this field was the guest of, and was accompanied by, Mr. Hersey, 
whom wish express appreciation for the convenient opportunities for field 
work thus afforded. 

During these three seasons was greatly interested the breeding habits 
the Black-crowned Night Heron nycticorax naevius) and spent much 
time observing them. The result these observations, together with some sup- 
plementary work done other times and places, may prove some interest 
readers. 

first experience with the Night Heron breeding bird was the discov- 
ery eighteen birds colony Great Blue Herons which occupied small 
clump very tall cottonwoods the St. Vrain River not far from the town 
Lyons, Colorado. This was April 21, 1906, and this date only one pair 
the Night Herons seemed have located nest, altho the remaining eight pairs 
were apparently busily engaged selecting nesting sites. 

All the nests this rookery were practically inaccessible, being bilt amid 
the slender topmost branches the tallest trees, and this fact, coupled with what 
had read various text-books, had created the impression mind that the 
Night Heron was strictly ‘‘tree-nesting’’ bird. 

was, therefore, with some surprise and not little incredulity that was in- 
some six weeks later that good-sized colony these birds was breeding 
few miles below Barr cat-tail swamp, the nests being placed upon near the 
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ground. visit the spot was promptly arranged for, and early the morning 
June reacht the breeding grounds. approacht the spot where the 
colony was supposed located, not sign the birds was seen—save the 
monotonous expanse cat-tail marsh, flankt small rush-bound lake one 
side and the sun-burned prairie the other. had workt well into the cat- 
tails, which towered some distance above our heads, when given signal 
the breeding birds rose from their nests cloud, and with much squawking, 
scolding and flapping wings, rapidly retreated place safety the marsh 
half mile more distant. Fifty yards farther came the spot from 
which the birds had risen, and here the dense cat-tails were the nests, probably 
one hundred and fifty all, large, clumsy, yet withal well bilt structures 
coarse sticks and weed stalks, ranging hight from six inches three feet above 


Fig. 31. ONE OF THE SETS OF SIX EGGS OF THE BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT 
HERON WAS IN A NEST IN THE CAT-TAILS WHICH APPEARED TO BE A 
AFFAIR, THE NEW NEST BEING UPON THE 
REMAINS OF THE LAST YEAR’S NEST 
the ground, which was wet and boggy and many places covered with several 
inches water. 

The nests contained young all sizes and ages, and many 
grown youngsters were skulking among the rushes. They did not appear 
particularly timid, but the contrary seemed rather dull and stupid. Occasion- 
ally upon being worried, one would muster enough energy peck viciously 
finger, giving vent meanwhile hoarse squawks; but the whole their interest 
life appeared very casual. Nearly every nest contained the bodies one 
more (the larval form tigrinum) and many the 
young birds the nests disgorged these animals upon our approach. Whether 
this was the result fear, some physical cause were unable determine. 
These particular creatures evidently constituted important part the food 
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the young, and would interesting know where the parent birds found 
enough these animals supply the demands all those ravenous young mouths. 

The old birds exhibited quite little concern over our presence, but they were 
all times quite wary, and did not come within several hundred yards the 


nests while were there. 
June 23, the same year, discovered small colony these birds 


nesting some thickets scrub willow which had grown along the shore 
large reservoir, but which owing the high water were now partially submerged, 
and were some forty yards out the lake from the water’s edge. this colony 
there were twenty-eight nests containing eggs, mostly sets three and four, altho 
found two sets five The nests varied hight from two ten 
feet above the water-level, but the majority were from six eight feet up. 
water was little more than knee deep, but there were only four nests that could 
reacht without climbing. 


Fig. 32. FLOATING NEST THE NIGHT HERON, MAY 18, 1907 


The nests were composed entirely sticks ranging length from four inches 
eighteen inches, and from one-eighth one-fourth aninchin diameter. They 
were slightly but cupt, but were very irregular contour 
owing the varying length the sticks, and nearly every instance were longer 
one way than the other. were all bilt crotches, either main lateral, 
and were held place numerous small twigs. 

These nests averaged less than half the size the nests the colony the 
rushes, and were much inferior them construction. nearly every instance 
the eggs could seen from the ground, thru the bottom the nest. 

The birds were quite tame, sometimes alighting within twenty feet us, and 
few stayed their nests until had approacht within ten fifteen feet. 
Many the birds circled the air above the nests, while were examining 
them, occasionally giving voice low, guttural cluck not unlike the cluck 
hen. 
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were, this time, thoroly interested these strange, awkward tho 
rather handsome birds, and lookt forward eagerly their return the spring 
1907. first birds were noted April 26, when four birds were seen just 
sun-set alighting the willow thicket where they had nested the year before. 
During the rest the spring these willows were watcht closely, but without re- 
sults; and finally, June examination them was made and not 
single occupied nest was found. 

Meanwhile, May 11, while working over small lake about half mile 
below the marsh which harbored the nesting colony the preceding year, 
found two nests these erratic birds, bilt just above the surface water almost 
waist deep and fully fifty yards out from the shore the lake. nests—the 
bottoms which were just level with the surface the water—were supported 
masses floating, dead vegetation, and were anchored place few upright 
dead cat-tail stalks. They were beautifully bilt affairs slender twigs and weed- 
stalks, very large, bulky, deeply cupt and quite symmetrical; and lying far out 
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33. THE SAME NEST SHOWN PRECEDING PICTURE, MAY 31, 1907; 
THE YOUNG ABOUT WEEK OLD 


from shore upon the open water they were very conspicuous, being easily discern- 
ible distance one hundred yards. The parent birds were very wild, and 
was impossible approach anywhere near the nests without flushing the birds. 

From here went the site the previous year’s colony the marsh, 
where examined about twenty nests, few being empty, but the rest contain- 
ing from one four eggs. Without exception these nests were much inferior 
construction those the preceding year, the majority them being flat, fragile 
structures composed dead rushes and cat-tails, several instances poorly put 
together that the eggs had rolled out the nests into the water below. this 
visit counted about eighty birds, large part which were apparently non- 
breeders, they flusht compact flock when were fully one hundred yards 
away, and showed particular desire return the nests while remained 
the vicinity. 

week later discovered three more the: nests very near the 
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two seen the 11th, one nest containing five eggs and two containing three eggs 
each. All three were very fine examples nest bilding, similar every way 
the nests found the preceding week. photo was taken the nest and five eggs, 
which turned out the first very interesting series pictures this 
particular nest. 


fa 


Fig. SAME NEST JUNE 1907; THE YOUNG ABOUT TWO WEEKS OLD 
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Fig. 35. THE SAME NEST JUNE 15, 1907; THE YOUNG ABOUT THREE WEEKS OLD 


Upon visiting the larger colony the swamp, were dismayed find that 
some vandal (whether two-footed four-footed could not determine) had vis- 
ited the colony and partially destroyed it; fully half the nests contained 
broken egg-shells, and many the nests destroyed. 

this visit found two sets six eggs each which were the 
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only sets six seen the examination several hundred nests. One these 
sets six was nest which appeared ‘‘two-story’’ affair, the new nest 
being bilt upon the remains the last year’s nest. 

week later, the twenty-fourth, the two nesting sites were visited again. 
The larger colony the rushes was about the same condition our preced- 
ing visit, but most the birds whose nests had been destroyed, and the non- 
breeding birds had disappeared. 

The floating nest which was photographt before, contained four eggs and one 
newly hatcht chick (which afterward fell into the water and was drowned), but the 
negative made this time met with accident and picture was secured. 
Following this, weekly visits were made the various nests, and photos the 
young birds the nest which was first photographt the 18th, were made May 
(when the birds were about one week old), June 15, and 30, respectively. 

These birds were apparently able leave the nest the 15th (when they 
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Fig. 36. THE SAME NEST JUNE 22, 1907; THE YOUNG ABOUT FOUR WEEKS 


were about three weeks old), but our suprise they remained for more than two 
weeks after this date. After the 15th, however, they become much wilder and 
more difficult approach, and our coming was usually attended rather strenu- 
ous races thru the waist-deep water before the clumsy youngsters could returned 
the nest from which they had flopt upon our too close approach. June 30, 
found the level the lake about six inches higher than the preceding week, 
the nest completely inundated and the four great, stupid birds huddled together 
the nest, drencht the skin, the very picture dejection and despair. The fol- 
lowing week found the nest empty, and the young had disappeared. 

Meanwhile the remainder the colony the swamp was progressing nicely. 
The first young the year was seen the wing June 15. the same date two 
sets fresh eggs were found close by. June nearly all the nests con- 
tained young birds. July few young remained the nests, but they were 
fully feathered and almost able fly. July 21, all the young save few be- 
lated arrivals were the wing, and the breeding season 1907 was end. 
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Just preceding the return the birds 1908, spark from passing engine 
ignited the dry rushes, and the nesting site the preceding years was entirely 
obliterated. The birds were first noted the same 1907—April 26— 
but careful search all the lakes failed reveal their nesting place until, 
May 16, endeavor discover the nesting place the many Great Blue 
Herons which frequented the Barr chain lakes, stumbled onto the rookery 
both. 

was located some ten miles southwest the lakes grove cottonwood 
trees the bank the South Platte River. Great Blue Herons had selected 
the tops some lofty trees for their nesting sites, and almost beneath them 
dense grove second-growth cottonwoods were the Night Herons’ nests, hun- 
dred more them, ranging from ten twenty feet above the ground saplings 
two four inches diameter. They were practically identical construction 
with the nests which had examined two years before the willow thicket over 


Fig. SAME NEST JUNE 30, 1907; THE NEST COMPLETELY INUNDATED 
AND THE FOUR GREAT STUPID BIRDS HUDDLED TOGETHER IN THE NEST, 
DRENCHT TO THE SKIN, THE VERY PICTURE OF DEJECTION AND DESPAIR 


the water, but were, anything, trifle larger and better bilt. 

The parent birds were quite tame and seemed much excited over our intrusion. 
this date, May 16, most the nests contained incomplete sets—one, two and 
three eggs—altho one set which was collected was heavily incubated. June 
many the nests contained freshly hatcht young and two birds were seen that 
were almost large enough fly. July nearly the young birds were well 
grown and were out the nests, climbing awkwardly about among the branches 
which, being heavily foliated, afforded them good concealment and protection from 
the broiling sun. 

year later, May 1909, visit the heronry found the Great Blue 
Herons busily nesting, but not Night Heron was diligent search, 
however, disclosed new rookery, some two miles above the old one, excel- 
lently concealed very dense grove young cottonwood saplings near the river 
bank. nests, which there were about hundred, were identical with those 
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examined the previous year, and were placed the branches against the tree 
trunks uniform hight about twenty feet. Most them contained incomplete 
sets, fresh, complete sets. 

The nesting season 1909 closed without affording another opportunity 
visit this colony, and now look forward with much interest the nesting 
season 1910; for these peculiar birds seem have surprise store for 
each year, and are loss know what the next one will be. 

Our four years’ experience with these birds brought light wide variation 
habits and actions, and few peculiarities that were remarkably constant. 
found nests the tallest trees; medium-sized saplings; just over the surface 
the water low willows; just above the ground amid cat-tails; and literally 
floating the surface the water far out from shore. found complete and 


Fig. 38. YOUNG BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS 
WELL GROWN AND OUT THE NEST 
CLIMBING AWKWARDLY ABOUT 
AMONG THE BRANCHES 


heavily incubated sets three, four, five and six eggs. found sets fresh 
eggs within few feet nests containing half-grown young; and the same day 
saw young the wing. found some birds timid that was impossible 
approach within hundred yards them, and others tame that could 
almost put our hands them. found some parent birds that exhibited abso- 
lutely signs anxiety for the safety their nests, and others that showed 
every evidence uneasiness during our visits. found young birds that 
seemed totally indifferent our presence; others that exhibited craven fear us; 
and still others that were extremely pugnacious, and apparently fearless. 

the other hand noted remarkable similarity between all nests bilt 
similar locations, and surprisingly small variation the shape and color the 
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hundreds eggs examined. The nests were without exception entirely devoid 
lining, the eggs being laid the closely woven network small sticks which was 
generously littered with excrement and filth. 

All the bilding material was carried the birds the all the 
birds observed not one was seen carrying anything (including food) the claws. 

The birds’ only call given when the wing, was low, coarse, guttural sound 
resembling the word ‘‘whark’’ when spoken very low pitch; and 
they decoyed with surprising stupidity even the poorest imitation the sound. 
Mr. Alden Loring who was companion several these trips, and who 
adept bird and animal mimicry, repeatedly brought the birds almost 
his excellent imitation the Night Heron call. The young when the defen- 
sive open their great mouths amazing extent, and give vent very loud, 


Fig. BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON WILLOW SAPLINGS 


hoarse, rasping squawk which quite terrifying. 

After leaving the nests, the young and adult birds congregate flocks 
varying sizes, and during the day frequent the cottonwood trees around the small 
lakes and ponds, where the mottled brownish plumage the young blends won- 
derfully with the lights and shades the foliage, affording them perfect concealment. 
Most the feeding probably done the late evening and during the night, 
the croak the Night Herons could heard about the Barr lakes all hours 
the night. 

Taken all, this quaint, queer, awkward, and erratic bird one the most 
intensely interesting species with which tramps afield have brought into 
close acquaintance, and hope that future field work will enable solve some 
the many problems which this time have been unable answer. 
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NESTING THE SPOTTED OWL NORTHEASTERN LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 


LAWRENCE PEYTON 


was the month may, 1908, that the Spotted Owl occidentale) was 
first observed nesting the same hole from which the eggs were subsequently 
taken, 1909 and 1910. that time father and brother Sidney were 
looking for some cattle and notist the female the hole with the heads the 
young birds sticking out from under her. The hole was the face granite 
cliff about feet back about two feet. The men did not look 
into the nest when they went up, but the way back brother cut long pole 
and carried quite ways, intending shin the nest with it; but some 
way past the hole and had throw the pole away was getting too dark 
back. 
1909 father, brother and started for Castaic March 30, arriving 
our bee camp the Castaic Canyon about o’clock the evening, having driven 
about miles. The next morning workt around the bees; but the after- 
noon brother and went over some cliffs not far away and succeeded 
finding set six eggs the Rock Wren. The next morning seven o’clock 
started walk the owl’s nest, carrying ax, shot gun, and can 
beans for dinner. about seven miles from camp the nest site which ina 
tributary the Castaic called Fish Canyon, and most over rough trail; 
knew that would have walk pretty lively order get back for supper. 
had rained about four days before and the creek was still high, were water 
our knees about half the tinie. 

got the nest about ten o’clock and. found the female the nest and the 
male sitting small bush about ten feet away. went back down the creek 
little ways and cut down small alder tree, trimmed and carried back 
the nest. then leaned against the cliff that would reach the nest and 
then shinned up. grabbed the female the wing, jerkt her off, and saw 
something that would gladden the heart any collector. eggs,’’ shouted. 
put the eggs hat, took the hat teeth and slid down. 

When pulled the bird off the nest she flew into tree near by, but 
while were blowing the eggs she flew over where the male was sitting and lit 
beside him. they stuck their bills into the feathers each necks and 

_talkt soft cooing tones. While were there the male called several times. 
sounded like the distant baying One the eggs was about half in- 
cubated and the other just medium. They measured 1.93 1.63, 1.88 1.62 
inches. When had finisht blowing the eggs ate dinner and then started 
back camp where arrived about half past two, tired, but well satisfied with 
the result the trip. 

This year brother and started for the bee ranch March 28, arriving 
there the same evening. next morning workt with the bees and the 
afternoon collected set California The next morning, good and early, 
started walk the owl’s nest. carried shot gun this time, too, and in- 
tended collect the birds also, they had nested there again. also carried 
couple gunny sacks put the birds in, got them. arrived the nest 
about ten o’clock and sure enough, there was the old female the nest, and the 
male sitting the same bush. pulled off shoes and socks, and using the pole 
which had cut last year, shinned the nest. Then lifted the female 
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and peekt under. Whiz!’’—I nearly fell off the pole. There were three 
eggs. ‘Then put the female one the sacks, handed her down brother, 
and slid down with the eggs. 

next turned our attention the male, who was still sitting where first 
saw him. went down the creek little ways and got long dry alder pole 
which tied piece fish line. tried snare him with this, but the line 
was too small; pulled one the leather shoe laces out shoes and tied 
onto the end the pole. This was all right, but the owl got scared and flew about 
twenty feet, lighting small limb overhanging the creek. crawled ledge 
front him and kept his attention while brother went around behind and 
tried drop the noose over his head. got over all right and caught him 
one leg, but some way the string came off the pole and the owl flew the 
creek with shoe string still dangling from his feet. 

followed the owl the creek and threw rocks him when lit, until 
point rock the canyon wall where brother shot him. flew 
quite ways before falling and when caught found that only one bone 
his wing was broken. put him the other sack and carried both birds 
camp. bilt cages for them out some dry-goods boxes and carried them 
Fillmore our buggy. Here left them with Mr. Phillips, the taxidermist, 
who mounted them for us. ‘The measurements the birds were follows: Male, 
wings, tip tip, inches, length inches; female, wings, tip tip, inches, 
length inches. three eggs measured 1.88 1.56, 1.82 1.57, 1.88 1.62. 


NOTES THE RUFOUS-CROWNED SPARROW 
PEMBERTON 
WITH ONE PHOTO OTTO EMERSON 


write article for which will pass unscathed our worthy Ed- 
itor’s blue-pencil requires some labor and deal incentive. incentive, 
presume, either sincere desire impart new knowledge our 

readers, one sprung from our vanity the desire proudly tell our takes 
rare specimens, and gain the envy our less fortunate friends. write under 
the latter easier, and under cover scientific modesty the method adopted 
the casual field worker. thus fair enough for add little our know- 
ledge the Rufous-crowned Sparrow, and tell, entirely ‘‘on the side,’’ set 
eggs had the fortune take. 

have met the Rufous-crowned Sparrow 
many places from Ventura County Marin County the Coast Ranges; and the 
distribution this distinctively Californian bird given our literature ex- 
tending along the western foothills the Sierra Nevada from San Diego County 
Colfax Placer County, and not north Marin County the Coast Range. 

the region about San Francisco Bay, conditions seem ideal for the home 
this bird, for practically few localities are without it. Southern Alameda County, 
from Haywards thru the Livermore Valley country, down into the Mount Hamilton 
region and back the western slopes the Bay especially favored colonies 


these birds. 
The writer had the fortune for several weeks the Arroyo Mocho, Ar- 
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royo del Valle, and Corral Hollow regions Southern Alameda County, where the 
bird was fairly common. Favored localities are extremely hot, dry, unsheltered 
hillsides with southern and western exposures, which harbor growth black and 
gray sage, and scattering white oaks. Vegetable matter being from 
percent their food, necessary that there undergrowth grasses. 
Colonies are the rule, and the writer found usually dozen pairs the con- 
fines three acre hillside. The birds seldom leave the bushes for the 
oaks, their favorite perches being the tops the sage. During the ante-nuptial 
season, the birds may seen their favorite perch, giving their peculiar cicada- 
like song, which has wonderfully ventriloquistic power,and very confusing when 


one trying locate the bird. 


Fig. NESTING SITE (AT CROSS) RUFOUS-CROWNED SPARROW, 
NEAR DEL VALLE, ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, 
JULY 1908 


impossible locate nest the usual method watching the female 
bird. The bird past-master the sleuth stunt, and cannot followed when 
going from its nest. Just poker greenhorn cannot beaten 
veteran, egg-collecting novice will find the best nests. 

Overhearing conversation between Mr. Otto Emerson and the writer, up- 
eggs, Mr. Taggart, member our party casually askt, kind 
bird lays three little white eggs ina nest hole the ground under sage 

Emerson and needed more information. was other bird that 
Arroyo del Valle that could that but the Rufous-crowned Sparrow. Soon 
had the assurance that Taggart had not smasht any the eggs stept the nest 
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done any other foolish stunts. Dreams other ‘‘varmints’’ following 
Taggart’s tracks and eating the eggs filled head that night; but all eventually 
turned out well, and make long story short, got the female bird, nest and 
eggs, and Emerson took photographs the whole outfit. The bird was seen 
leaving the nest, and was collected right then. 

The nest was poor affair—simply few dry grasses were arranged one side 
and part the bottom irregular hole the edge bank along the side 
small gully. The eggs rested upon the earth with few grasses crost between, and 
small sage sheltered the nest from the sun. 

The lateness the date, July 1908, augered well for incubated eggs, but 
were glad find these perfectly fresh. They were three number, glossy white with 
trace the bluish color spoken some writers, tho slightly pink before 
blowing. eggs are now the writer’s collection, and are prized the most 
all the shells found there. 


THE ANNA HUMMINGBIRD 


BOWLES 


mingbird anna), splendid male noted November 17, 1909. 

Accustomed was the much smaller hummers the north, and the 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird the New England states, this large and handsome 
species became once the greatest interest and determined make 
especial study it. 

Altho most numerous during the winter months, the Auna Hummers are very 
plentiful all seasons, being the comimonest member their family this portion 
southern California. friend who has large flowering shrub his estate as- 
sured that had seen more than forty these hummers feeding one time 
among its blossoms, and indeed many such localities one might shut his eyes 
and believe himself surrounded swarm giant bees. 

All hummingbirds seem possest with the most irascible dispositions, and Anna 
very far from being exception the rule. The females are, possible, more 
pugnacious than the males, and nothing seems give them greater pleasure than 
pick quarrel with some other bird, preferably their own kind, altho anything 
with two wings acceptable. most amusing experience sit near the nest 
some such bird the Parkman Wren, whose loud complaints your intrusion 
have attracted numerous her sympathetic avian neighbors. Presently Anna 
will whiz upon the scene and once start systematic campain against 
every bird the immediate vicinity. 

one occasion notist female making repeated dives into the center 
large wild rose bush, and examination showed four-foot corral snake the 
cause. Upon killing the snake found him have been gilty nothing more 
reprehensible than eating lizard, throwing him the ground moved short 
distance away see what the hummer would do. She had been watching from the 
top neighboring live oak, and almost immediately darted down 
over her enemy, gradually dropping closer until she was within foot him. 
Her head was bent far down and here extreme caution, markt contrast the 
rough and tumble tactics usually employed, showed how fully she appreciated her 
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danger. Finally, having examined him from all sides and becoming fully satisfied 
that was quite dead, she whirled into the air and dasht away search 
new worlds conquer. 

The food supply, course the case with all hummers, consists for the 
most part tiny insects secured from the flowers. Anna, however, delights 
rob the webs the larger spiders their prey, and has also developt the art 
fly-catching mid-air extent that have seen others the family. 
Often, while percht telegraph wire the top small tree, she will dart 
into the air and capture some minute wayfarer, returning her perch and gulp- 
ing down with the greatest apparent satisfaction. 

Soft insects are the rule hummingbird diet, but this species appears 
fond tiny metallic-green beetle decidedly hard-shelled characteristics. The 
well known manner buzzing flower and dipping the 
beak while the wing fixt rule with all the adults; but when first learning 
secure food for themselves the young birds find this rather too much for them. 
They will buzz front flower for few seconds, but their strength soon gives 
out and they are obliged settle in, on, the flower and pick out their food 
most ludicrous and unhummingbird-like manner. 

its habits this species has one characteristic which very nearly 
unique among the wild birds the United States. This the truly remarkable 
length the nesting season; for seems extremely probable that nests may 
found almost every month the year. The earliest, possibly should 
called the latest, evidence nesting that have personally noted was January 
the present year, when saw well-grown young bird percht cypress tree 
and garded its mother. few yards away the same tree was the empty nest; 
the egg from which this young one was hatcht could not possibly have been laid 
more recently than the third week November. 

was unable get into the field until December, but the first week that 
month several male hummers were most courting their mates, which 
has been every day occurrence the middle June when this article 
being written. The manner their courtship thoroly keeping with the vig- 
orous nature the birds. female usually sits the midst some low bush 
tree, motionless, with beak pointing downward, apparently paying not the 
smallest attention the frantic efforts the gorgeous male attract her. With 
his flashing gorget and crown-plate extended its greatest compass mounts into 
the air some fifty sixty feet above her and, diving headlong downward, passes 
great arc few inches under her and ascends his former altitude. This re- 
peats fast possible, one that saw making twenty-two consecutive dives. 

each dip gives his love song which consists rather harsh 
which repeated rather slowly and surprizingly loud for small bird. 
The patience the same male above-mentioned seemed suddenly give out, for 
paused.at last beneath his unresponsive ladylove, then glided slowly her 
and catching her beak with his own pulled her headlong from her perch. The 
lady did not appear resent this the least, for the two birds once flew away 
together, the male taking the lead. 

first occupied nest was found December 29, attention being attracted 
the female flying with small feather her bill. This nest was situated 
twelve feet cypress tree upon two cones that were attacht dead twig. 
During the next two days there was almost continual downpour rain that 
the nest became thoroly soakt thru; nevertheless the bird was work again the 
first the year, soon the sun put appearance. first was laid 
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January but during the following night heavy frost left ice more than 
quarter inch thickness the puddles. 

seemed that this would settle matters, the bird was nowhere 
seen; but the morning the 5th she was sitting jauntily upon her full comple- 
ment two eggs. She flew away climbed the nest, but returned 
about twenty minutes with large beakful spider-webs and lichens. These she 
spread carefully over the outside the nest while she was sitting it, smoothing 
them down with her bill and rounding the edge the nest with her chin and 
throat. This was the first sign exterior decoration that the nest received, and 
all others that have since examined thatching was done until after both 
eggs were laid. 

think the icy weather must have been too severe for the first for, what- 
ever the cause, only one egg hatcht. took place January 22, showing the 
period incubation just seventeen days. may interesting note here 
that have found thirteen days the period incubation for eggs the 
Black-chinned Hummer alexandri). This great difference think 
may attributed part the consistency the albumen, which eggs 
other birds. 

spite the very cold, rainy weather young hummer grew very rapidly; 
but was not until was thirteen days old that his eyes opened. must have 
been exceedingly hardy, for most the time his mother was obliged leave him 
the mercy the elements order secure food. One often wonders what law 
nature ordains that the male hummer should spend all his time idleness and 
pleasure; for never does stroke work either bilding the nest feeding 
his mate and young. 

The manner the female feeding her young regurgitation and appar- 
ently thrusting her rapier-like bill thru and thru her baby too old story bear 
repetition, will merely say the words Mr. Bradford Torrey that 
truly, ‘‘a frightful looking act.’’ 

February 13, when was just three weeks old, the young bird left the 
nest, but remained the home tree for the greater part the day. 

summing up, let add that the eggs are invariably two complete set, 
pure milky white color, and elliptical ovate shape. average specimen 
measures inches. 

The nest constructed mainly willow down, often intermixt with numerous 
small feathers, with outside thatching lichens and bits dead weeds that are 
held place liberal supply cobwebs. thatching seldom never 
applied until after the eggs are laid, but then receives continual attention until 
the appearance the young. 

average nest measures externally width 1.25 inches 
depth, the inner dimensions being inch width .75 inch depth. All 
localities seem suitable for nest bilding: sycamore some canyon bed, 
live oak the foothills, orange tree your garden, altho pepper trees and 
cypress are possibly the favorites around Santa Barbara. 

The nest usually placed one the smaller twigs near the end limb, 
four feet above the ground being the lowest nest have seen, while twenty feet 
was the highest. 

Finally may say that, altho the bird will not leave her home until she 
actual danger, far the hardest nest find any hummer ex- 
perience. 
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LATE SPRING LAKE VALLEY 
MILTON RAY 
WITH TWO PHOTOS 


URING the spring 1909 spent some few days the field with Club mem- 
bers Carriger, Pemberton and Heinemann, various points the Bay 
Counties; but was not until boarded the overland, Oakland Pier, 

the evening May 24, with the vision six weeks the High Sierras before 
me, that felt the important work the season had begun. The High Sierras, be- 
sides possessing the most interesting and varied avifauna the State, 
certain wildness, due principally altitude, that noticeably lacking the much 
lower Coast Ranges. Only those who have known the wild beauty their snowy 
and precipitous mountains, crystal lakes and roaring torrents can appreciate the 
peculiar fascination this wonderful region. 

This Sierran enchantment was now upon me, and when, after mid- 
night, the train whirled among the foothills above Roseville, sleep became out 
the question. was beautiful night without, and the foothill country, land 
grain fields, orchards, great spreading oaks and picturesque villages, rolled by, 
dreaming the moonlight. the train wound higher the valley oak and dig- 
ger pine were replaced the black oak and yellow pine, while these turn 
higher levels gave way the sugar pine, fir and While much the 
timber close the railroad was stunted second-growth, there were neighboring 
ridges and canyons that showed wealth woodland. Higher and higher the train 
toiled, past Gold Run (3224 feet), Towle (3700 feet), until Blue Canyon alti- 
tude 4701 feet was reacht. 

this point dawn began faintly streak the east, and shortly after there was 
sufficient light observe the proverbial early bird search the early worm. 
The frequent stops and slow speed the train gave considerable opportunity for 
sort picture’’ field work. Every tree and every brook was scanned with 
interest and even the commonest birds, seen for the first time after long absence, 
seemed rather new and strange. Still higher wound the train and soon were 
the Sierran Summit. ‘The snow sheds did not allow much chance for observation; 
but thru the openings one could see never ending world snow, deep places 
that the tops small saplings were just peeping above it; while open car window 
would frigid breeze that almost seemed impossible California. After one 
has recently been the torrid Sacramento Valley, few hours here where 
even spring has not appeared seems almost the work magic;.for with team this 
ascent matter five days, which the train accomplishes about many hours. 
This altitude (7018 feet), however, could hardly reacht team early the 
25th May account the deep snow the roads. 

Winding out and down from the snowy crest the Sierras, the train reacht 
Truckee (5819 feet), where branch line was taken Tahoe City the lake. 
The scenery along the famous Truckee River, which the railroad follows the 
lake, well worthy long description the space would allow. Lake Tahoe 
itself, however, pen can ever justice; for who can truly describe this magni- 
ficent body water, wonderfully clear, the great forests and snow-mantled 
mountains that encircle it? 

The day arrival was warm and sunny and the steamer made fast time 
over the placid, sparkling waters. shady places along the lake shore some snow 
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still remained; but this was melting fast. Bijou, destination, was reacht one 
the afternoon, and not long after selected spot high ground the 
siteof camp. was told that there had been light fall snow two pre- 
viously; but weather conditions did not cause any worry had storm proof 
tent oz. army duck. 

After arranging the camp, time did not allow much opportunity, but could 
not forego ramble around the camp-grounds and the meadow. Mr. Wil- 
ton Young Bijou took toa nest the Sierra Junco hyemalis 
that had found few days before; but the nest was deserted and the four eggs 
had then held had disappeared. Along the meadow noticed Brewer Blackbirds 
cyanocephalus) unusually large numbers; but had al- 
ready become dark postponed investigation until the following day. 

The next morning was spent planned, but the season’s work the Brewer 


Fig. THE PINES BIJOU, LAKE TAHOE 
Photo by Richard Duttke 


Blackbird colonies has already been described length two articles publisht 
shall omit further reference it. the afternoon tramp was 
taken along the lake shore Lakeside, but blinding rainstorm before long forced 
return. 

The next morning being clear decided ramble among the higher ranges 
southeast Bijou. Here reacht altitude about 6750 feet. this eleva- 
tion deep snow lay patches, and the willows and aspens showed but faint buds, 
while every brook was turbulent stream snow-water running bank-full and 
singing its wild Sierran song. Altho about Bijou (6220 feet) many nests contained 
even young birds, yet here the birds that were evidence nesting were few. 

The real find the day was nest the Blue-fronted Jay 
bird, while common the ranges and along the lake shore where 
the mountains rise from its edge, scarce the vicinity Bijou and all other low 
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portions Lake Valley. particular spot where now happened be, jays 
were neither seen nor heard; but some suspicious looking twigs, protruding 
from the end thick-foliaged pine limb, caught eye and determined in- 
vestigate. After rather difficult climb, altho was but fifteen feet up, reacht 
what proved nest the jay. The nest contained three eggs which lay 
pretty contrast the lining red pine needles.. was not until had been 
the tree fourteen minutes that the jays appeared, and then, altho there were but 
two, the air seemed full them; for the jay, when wills, about the noisiest 
bird the woods. 

The nest and eggs were collected, the latter proving well advanced incuba- 
tion. nest, typical one, bleacht twigs outwardly, principally the 
manzanita, bark strips, grasses, mud, rootlets, and lined with pine needles; mea- 
sures seven inches diameter while the cavity four inches two and one-half 
inches deep. Asa nest this size was rather cumbersome carry brought the 
days’ work close and started for camp. 

Just before reaching Bijou, however, made most interesting discovery, the 
find the season. grove small tamaracks came upon pair Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets calendula calendula) that were putting the finishing 
touches one the daintiest specimens bird architecture have ever seen. 
was placed but ten feet and was made plant fiber, moss and down and warmly 
lined with feathers and few horse hairs. accompanying photo was taken 
by. Heinemann June 19. 

The 28th May dawned windy, cloudy and cold, all which, however, did 
not deter from taking jaunt due south the valley. Some distance from 
Bijou nest the Red-shafted Flicker cafer collaris) and one the 
White-headed Woodpecker albolarvatus) were noted inaccessible 
situations tall dead pines; while tamarack sapling nest the Audubon 
Warbler (Dendroica auduboni auduboni) with one fresh egg was found. 
grew intensely cold, however, and sleet continuing fall hour after hour, that 
was finally obliged take refuge for time unoccupied farm house, where 
for some hours past the time gazing out and rather dismal landscape 
looking over the newspapers with which the walls were papered and which 
contained the latest accounts the Russian-Japanese war. 

Towards dusk the storm moderating started back Bijou. Near camp 
noted rootlet nest the Mourning Dove (Zenaidura macroura 
with two fresh eggs. was bilt upon old nest either 
ticus. Altho the Dove not uncommon Lake Valley this the first nest 
this species that have found the region. 

itemize all the nests found during stay would make far too lengthy 
list, will only review the most interesting finds. May was warm and clear 
and was spent along the range southeast Bijou about 6500 feet elevation. 
Several nests the Western Robin migratorius were 
noted pines and firs, all containing eggs well along incubation. Next 
large nest feet Onclimbing the tree imagine surprise 
seeing Clarke Nutcracker columbiana) fly out from one the 
branches. wonderment was short-lived, however, the nest proved old 
one, the bird the tree being merely curious coincidence. However, 
believe was nest the nutcracker altho careful search failed reveal any tell- 
tale feathers other evidence the bilders. nest was large and well-made 
affair sticks and twigs, almost the size crow’s and thickly lined with bark. 

Two very common birds among the brush these mountain sides were the 
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Thick-billed Sparrow megarhyncha) and the Green-tailed 
Towhee (Oreospiza chlorura); but was not successful locating any nests 
either species. 

daybreak May was the for the trip Cave Rock back. 
Atramp miles takes the best part day say nothing the stops 
route incidental the study ornithology. Near Edgewood two nests the 
Western Robin were found which will illustrate the wide variation nesting 
dates which have found prevail the Sierras does almost everywhere, 
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Fig. situ, THE RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET; 
NEAR LAKE TAHOE 
Photo by Oluf J. Heinemann 


the fallacy basing any laid-down rule for nesting dates the finding 
afew nests. One the two nests above referred contained single fresh egg 
while the other held three large young. 

Not far from Cave Rock the booming grouse resounded everywhere thru the 
woods, but did not see any them altho scanned tree after tree. Cave Rock, 
bold, rocky cliff jutting into the lake, was the site occupied hawk’s nest 
last visit; was with feeling expectation that approacht it, but neither 
the hawks nor their nests were seen. exploring the shallow cave which 


> 
1 


132 THE CONDOR XII 


gives the rocks their name, however, came upon nest the Canyon Wren 
erpes mexicanus punctulatus?) little cleft the rock near the roof the cave. 
Luckily, rude ladder, bilt some industrious visitor, enabléd reach the 
nest which was made twigs and moss and lined with plant down, and held five 
half-grown young. The wrens soon became accustomed presence and went 
back and forth the nest with food for their ever-hungry brood. ‘This bird has 
somewhat the manners the Rock Wren its way peering into every nook 
and crevis and the remarkable way which patters and down the almost 
perpendicular walls rock. These were the first Canyon Wrens have 
the lake country; fact all the wren family are peculiarly rare the region. 
Whether these individuals were conspersus punctulatus must remain 
open question felt the rising generation had certain rights the matter. 

Leaving the wrens and their tiny abode the massive, hollow-sounding 
the return Bijou was made following the lake shore for the entire distance. 
Encouraged previous success finding nests the Blue-fronted Jay spent 
some further time looking for them. Not far from Cave Rock nest was notist 
feet small pine. account ofits low and open situation took from 
distance the ever-common Western Robin. approaching was sur- 
prised flush Blue-fronted Jay from the nest which held three practically fresh 
eggs. Identical construction with previous nest, yet this, its lack con- 
cealment was easy find the other was difficult. more nests the 
jay were found, one feet willow, the other feet fir; but both 
proved previous season. Owing the fact that the birds used bleacht 
twigs outwardly, all nests have weather-worn appearance making hard dis- 
tinguish those newly bilt from old ones. third nest was found the very ex- 
tremity pine branch up. The parents soon came about the nest, 
was unable reach itor see from above what contained. ina 
willow swamp tenanted American Magpies (Pica pica hunsonia) careful 
search was made but resulted the finding but three old nests. This was not 
far from Bijou and short walk brought camp dusk. 

The last day May was spent the vicinity the camp, locality that was 
sometimes productive results some the longest trips. One week 
allotted six had past, and while seemed had traverst wide area, yet these trips 
were really but few trails endless wild and this vastness the Sierran 
woodland that makes even vacation six weeks seem all too short. some 
future CONDOR will perhaps appear some notes further field work about Lake 
Valley and along the higher ranges. 
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FROM FIELD AND STUDY 


Two Avian Stragglers within the State occidentalis. Brown 
Pelican. While collecting trip for the museum the State Historical and Natural 
History Society Colorado, the writer chanced upon adult mounted specimen this 
species the shop taxidermist who, upon being questioned its history, proffered 
the information that was killed Engelbrecht, Wood’s Lake, near Thomasville, 
Colorado, June, 1903. 

Accordingly wrote Mr. Engelbrecht (who proprietor the summer resort the lake) 
for further particulars, and received letter the effect that happened out fishing with 
party when notist monster bird alight stake the far end the lake. took his gun 
and rowing within shooting distance succeded securing the specimen. This was either the 
last June the first July, 1908. 

further stated that had been the tourist business for ten years and that this was the 
only one these birds had ever seen the locality. 

consideration the fact that this the first record the capture this species the 
state, Mr. kindly donated the specimen our Society. 

Bubo virginianus lagophonus. the collection Jonas Brothers, Taxidermists, this city 
secured mounted specimen the Great Horned Owl which much darker than the form 
usually found Colorado, and which the proprietors assured was shot local 
Morrison, Jefferson County, Colorado, during the month October, 1°09, and brought them 
the flesh. 

Believing the specimen might prove belong one the dark Pacific Coast forms, and 
acollection these birds was not accessible for comparison, the specimen was sent the 
Biological Survey for examination, and was returned labelled [berholser]. 
Bubo virginianus lagophonus. 

This variety, recently described Oberholser (Proc. Nat. Mus. XXVII, 1904, 185) 
said closely allied indeed the Committee ‘‘Check List’’ seems 
have regarded synonym (14th Sup., Auk 1908, 392). 

any event the bird isa new record for Colorado. Mr. Nelson, the Biological 
the subspecies /agophonus which belongs much farther north the Rocky Mountains, and 
evident this specimen fall Asst. Curator Colorado State 
Historical and Natural History Society. 

Cowbird Los Angeles County.—On May 1910, Nigger Slough, Los Angeles 
County, found nest the Western Yellowthroat containing Cowbird’s egg. this egg 
measured but 1518 mm., suppose have been laid Dwarf Cowbird, tho the bird itself 
was not seen.—R. PEREZ. 


The Western Martin Nesting Los June 1910, Mr. Snyder 
and myself found two sets eggs each the Western Martin subis hesperia). ‘The 
nests were located the residence district Los Angeles, and both were bilt the drain 
pipes under the eaves school house about feet above the ground. 

The birds evidently not mind the presence people, the pupils the school make 
great deal noise about the bilding daily. 

The first nest was composed hay, dry grasses, waste, rags, neatly lined with green pepper 
leaves. The second nest was made first layerof mud, then hay and dry grasses, then neat 
layer green acacia leaves and bit white paper. 

Both times when cut thru from the attic, the female was found the nest. The male was 
not seen until the female was scared.off, when both birds returned, twittering and flying around 
the nest. the evening the birds are often seen percht the telegraf wires, uttering their 
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EDITORIAL NOTES AND NEWS 


This issue contains the Mem- 
bers the Cooper Ornithological Club’’, 
annual feature our magazine which are 
repeatedly assured very useful one. 
will noted that the list much larger than 
ever before, including 302 names. would 
changes addresses, that the secretary’s 
card index may kept date. 


paper concerning the ‘‘Introduction 
the Hungarian Partridge into the United States” 
(=separate from Yearbook Dept. Agr. 
for 1909, pp. 249-258, pl. Mr. Henry 
Oldys the Biological Survey concludes with 
the following significant remarks: ‘‘Not only 
acclimatization exotic species difficult, 
but may, successful, lead unexpected re- 
sults:’’ the bird may becomea nuisance agri- 
culturists and may crowd out our native speci- 
es. ‘‘Hence would seem wise devote less 
energy and money the establishment 
this and other exotic species and give more 
attention the restoration and mainten- 
ance our native game birds.’’ heartily 
agree with this last suggestion and would re- 
spectfully recommend the consideration 
our zealous State Fish and Game Commission- 
ers. 


Our thanks are Mr. Swarth for as- 
suming the entire work getting out the last 


two issues our magazine, during the time 
the regular editor was absent 
Swarth spending the summer the north- 
ern part Vancouver Island where 
member Miss Alexander’s party which 
making collections there for the Museum 
Vertebrate Zoology the University Cali- 
fornia. 


Mr. Carriger spent the first two weeks 
Mr. Ray, who devoting larger part 
the early summer the same region, were 
successful finding some extremely rare 
birds’ nests. are not liberty an- 
nounce what these finds were, any further 
than remark that they are new for Califor- 
nia, and that the descriptions them will ap- 
pear due time THE 


learn from the that the long-promist 
new edition the American Ornithologists’ 
Union Check-List North American Birds will 
probably redy for distribution about the end 
rafy and the character the matter from 
previous editions, the arrangement and numer- 
ation will the same. mostof the changes 
nomenclature have been added the num- 
erous Supplements issued since 1895, are 
assured that there this respect few 
surprizes. The geografical distribution the 
species and subspecies have, however, been en- 
tirely rewritten and greatly amplified. Besides 
being given greater detail and with more de- 
finitness, the new arrangement will show not 
only the general range the forms, but also 
the breeding and winter ranges, far these 
are present known. This single feature has 
ment the expenditure vast amount work 
the part those members the Committee 
having this subject charge. are further 
informed that abbreviated edition the 
Check-List, consisting only the English and 
technical names, numbered, preparation 
and will issued about the same time 
the regular edition. Copies both publica- 
tions may obtained thru the Business Mana- 
ger the Union, Dr. Jonathan Dwight, Jr., 
134 West 71st Street, New York City. 


Bird-Lore has lately devoted less than 
lines its surplus space rather shallow 
ridicule THE for adopting simpli- 
fied spelling. The nature these aspersions 
serves chiefly advertize the astonishing ig- 
principles subject with which every edu- 
cated man this day economic advance 
ought familiar. The Editorsof THE 
are not attempting originate any 
new fad, implied, but are merely falling 
line with wide-spred movement which 
essentially progressiv, and which rapidly 
gaining ground because its obvious merits. 


The extensive oological collections 
Dille, Denver, and Messenger, 
Linden, Iowa, have been merged their 
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owners ‘‘Messenger-Dille Collec- 
This combined cabinet contains choicely 
selected sets 682 species and subspecies 
North American birds. thus one the 
largest collections the United States, and 
not only this, but the component sets have 
been selected with extreme care secure per- 
fectly prepared and typical representations 
each species. 


Mr. John Thayer, owner the Thayer 
Museum Lancaster, Massachusetts, has sent 
expedition Wrangell Island, which lies 
the Arctic Ocean northwest Alaska. The 
party will winter there, and thus the 
ground the opening the springof 1911. The 
special object this quest the discovery the 
eggs the rare Spoon-billed Sandpiper. Mr. 
Thayer will also have the delta 
the Mackenzie River the break next 
spring, the look-out for the breeding 
places certain water birds. 


Mr. Beebe, the New York Zoological 
Park, now the far East studying fes- 
ants for projected monograf that group. 
writes from the Himalayas under date 
May that his party had been camping for 
month above tree level close Mt. Everest 
possible, making studies and 
Lophophorus. found that the correlation 
dry, damp and humid climates with pale, 
dark and irridescent plumages very promi- 
nent among the fesants, with many 
other birds. Mr. and Mrs. Beebe will return 
home late the coming autum the way 
California. 


have learned that the Part 
Ridgway’s Birds North and Middle Amer- 
ica approaching completion. Mr. Ridg- 
way has finisht with the hummingbirds, and 
now work the trogons. 


The American Bird Banding Association has 
been organized New York City, with Dr. 
Leon Cole President. object this 
society banding wild birds and the 
recording accurate data their move- 
The metal band attacht 
leg, bears serial number and the inscription 
the Auk, New York.’’ Record 
kept the number each band used, and 
should the bird ever fall into anyone’s hands, 
with the locality capture. believed 
that important data bearing the study 
bird migration will thus obtained. 
highly desirable that this work carried 
many widely separated points. in- 
terested and desiring further information 
wishing join the Association, should ad- 
dress the Secretary, Mr. Pennock, Ken- 
nett Square, Pa. 


Mr. Malcolm Anderson writes from 
Shensi, China, under date 
February 13, 1910, that his party had crost the 
Pe-ling, backbone China,twice. ‘‘This 
mountains have found several excellent 
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collecting grounds and discovered consider- 
able number new mammals. pioneers 
the zoological line the parts are visit- 
ing. One the best collecting grounds 
have seen China around mountain 
called 13,400 feet elevation, 
western Shensi. found this mountain half 
accident, reports its whereabouts and 
the way reach were very indefinite. Once 
found, campt its base and made many 
trips its slopes. Hunting was difficult 
places, owing the extremely slippery sides 
the mountain. After arming our straw 
sandals with huge spikes aid clinging 
the snow finally managed secure three 
fine specimens the ‘goat-ox’. Besides this 
strange beast got specimens deer, wild 
boar, the ‘goat-antelope’, and ripping collec- 
tion the smaller things.’’ will remem- 
bered that Mr. Anderson, with two English 
assistants, was sent out the British Museum 
year more ago, for the purpose securing 
the interior China. This 
known the Expedition.’’ Mr. 
Anderson expects return his home Cal- 
ifornia the coming winter. 


PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED 


THE DISSEMINATION JUNIPERS 
FRANK Reprint from Fores- 
try Quarterly, vol. VII, no. pp. 1-16; April, 
1910. 

Definite information so-called matters 
common knowledge often much needed, but 
often also vainly sought. this paper Phil- 
ips fills long-felt want with his excellent 
demonstration the importance birds the 
distribution seeds, topic burdened with 
much general but very little specific knowledge. 
selects junipers favorable the study 
avian dissemination, since the rather 
conspicuous and hangs the tree long time. 
Analysis shows juniper berries have high 
nutritive value, and observation and records 
from various sources prove that large quanti- 
ties them are eaten birds. Mammals are 

dense natural stands juniper, birds are 
said responsible for from 60to percent 
the total distribution, and various locali- 
ties where junipers are scattered shown 
that the entire reproduction due birds. 
Those who have seen the fence rows the 
southeastern states markt with lines red 
cedars and the barren, stony fields certain 


eastern states dotted with them, will not 
question 100 percent bird dissemination 
juniper. 


Cedar birds and robins are indicated the 
most important juniper few 
names may added the list Phillips gives, 
birds the Biological Survey has found 
eat juniper berries. They are: for 
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species undetermined, Mockingbird 
Red-breasted 
canadensis), and Varied Thrush 
naevius), and for virginiana, Fish 
Crow (Corvus ossifragus), Grackle (Quiscalus 
guiscula), Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) 
and Redbird (Cardinalis 

The author’s principal conclusions are that: 
“Birds are reponsible for most the dissemi- 
nation the junipers,’’ and observa- 
tions seem point the dense southern 
stands center for the dissemination along 
the lines bird M.. 


‘‘MANUAL PHILIPPINE 
work admirably meets the 
heretofore keenly felt need for single volume 
convenient size, containing descriptions 
Philippine birds. fact the only previous 
reference work covering the region the bulky 
Catalogue Birds the British Museum, not 
only the size which but its rarity precluding 
general use. 

McGregor’s strikes having 
been planned with great care secure essen- 
tials and leave out non-essentials; and the plan 
followed consistently The scien- 
tific name, English name, and such native 
names seem commonly used with some 
degree accuracy are given for each species. 
well selected synonymy provides references 
the important literature pertaining each 
species. Detailed distribution, islands, 
given each case. Concise descriptions, in- 
cluding metric measurements are given for 
each and where there are plumage variations, 
these are separately described detail. Brief 
characterizations the genera and larger 
groups, together with simple but direct keys, 
render identification less formidable task 
the reader unfamiliar with oriental birds than 
would otherwise the case. 

The system classification followed Mc- 
Gregor that set forth Sharpe’s Hand-List. 
The reason advanced for adopting the system 
the adequate one, that ‘‘both convenient 
and well Itisa pity that American or- 
nithologists cannot allow themselves fall 
into line with the rest the world, the end 
that uniformity arrangement may at- 
tained. There will always differences 
opinion over the relative positions certain 
groups; but such minor points might well 
conceded the faunistic treatment birds, 
the sake convenience and 

are interested observe that McGregor, 
independent, systematic student the 
bird-life large archipelago where there are 


1 A Manual | of! Philippine Birds | by | Richard C. 
McGregor | Part I| Galliformes to Eurylaemiformes | 
[Seal] Manila Bureau Printing 1909 vo., pp.1-x, 
412. Part II | Passeriformes (otherwise same title page), 
pp. I-xvI, 413-769. Part I was issued April 15, 1909, and 
Part II, January 31, 1910. 


many closely allied forms group and 
where the problems speciation are manifold, 
thruout his book wholly ignores the 
designation. And this too view the his- 
torical fact that McGregor used ardent 
trinomialist, describing galore! 
Everything nameable all treated his 
new book binomial, just does Sharpe 
and many other English authorities always 
referred Americans this connection 
not see the pendu- 
lum beginning swing back again from trino- 
towards the consistent and non-ambig- 
uous binomial? 

Perhaps the dogged adherent the 
will before long referred the 
fashioned 

The present reviewer unable the rather 
brief time allotted the perusal 
Manual, find anything not worthy 
commendation work this sort. 
course, the reviewer were familiar with the 
Philippine ornis, quite probable that 
might differ with the author minor details 
characterization, range. But not; and 
always turn the Manual when information 
within its scope desired, with confidence 
that itisin its entirety unimpeachable 
authority its field.—J. 


THE VERTEBRATE FAUNA CHESHIRE AND 


photographs Thomas Baddeley. 
Co., London, 1910; vo., pp. 
Price shillings net. 

The two volumes this work cover the 
birds, reptiles, and batrachians 
the region, about much devoted 
the birds all the other groups combined. 
This partly the fact that there are 
many more species birds the region than 
the other classes animals, and partly be- 
cause the birds’ habits and life histories are 
much better known warrant treatment 
greater detail. 

the introduction some space given toa 
quotation the local regulations for the pro- 
tection wild birds and discussion their 
effectiveness, the conclusion being that the 
whole the laws are futile and inadequate, tho 
admitted that few species have noticeably 
increast numbers thru their enforcement. 

discussion the migratory movemeuts 
the birds follows, which they are divided 
into groups—summer residents, winter resi- 
dents, birds passage, partial migrants, irreg- 
ular migrants, and casual wanderers. the 
body the work two hundred thirty-one 
species are treated, having been satisfacto- 
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rily proved inhabit Cheshire during the 
present and last centuries. The common and 
scientific names each species are given, and 
also the various local names use. Many 
the latter are very curious, and all are in- 
terest. The status the county each 
species given brief, single sentence 
the head each one treated. 

The classification and nomenclature adopted 
isthat used Saunders’ British 
1907 edition, binomials being used except when 
aBritish race distinguishable from Conti- 
nental birds the same species. these 
cases have advisable adopt the 
trinomial system nomenclature, which 
addition other advantages shows plainly the 
real affinities the local races sub-species. 
Why, after such was not thought 
use the system uniformly thruout 
the work, hard understand. 

The manner occurrence together with the 
life histories the various species are treated 
length while the food some the birds 
discust detail. There are numerous excel- 
lent illustrations, mostly general views show- 
ing the habitats various species 


Few THE LIFE HISTO- 
AND ECONOMIC DovEs. The 
Raising Young Waxwings, Ampeles 
cedrorum. William Gates. Bulletin 
14, Gulf Biologic Station, Cameron, -La.; pp. 
32; 1909. 

this paper Gates gives many interesting 
details the life history doves about Cam- 
eron, La. noteworthy that 
ginsno earlier there than does much farther 
north, for instance southern Indiana, that is, 
about April The writer notes high propor- 
tion nests destroyed, namely out 111. 
The most important natural enemies are the 
black king snake and the brown rat. 

Incubation consumes from days. 
The first egg hatcht from hours be- 
fore the second, resulting markt difference 
tothe third week. Gates says: crop 
capacity young doves enormous; 
the time they are three four weeks old 
possible for them hold over one-half their 
weight food the crop. Itislikely that the 
state nature the young are not fed more than 
three times day, generally but twice, and 
often not more than once, especially after 
the young get week old and 
weighings taken before and after feeding 
showed increase percent their own 
weight. The maximum amount food given, 
among those that were observed, was the 
case squab that weighed grams 
o'clock, before feeding, and 6:15 swung the 
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balance grams, showing that grams 
food had been taken, crop capacity over 
percent its own weight.’’ not sur- 
prising therefore that the young birds gain 
weight very rapidly. ‘‘Birds kept the house 
gained, respectively, from and grams 
and grams during the third week, and 
95.5 and grams during the 

raised the writer have been found 
eat between percent and 120 percent 
their own weight food per day, from the 
time they are hatched the time they are 
three weeks old. From then the amount 
lessens rapidly till they become adult, when 
they willeat but percent percent 
their own weight.’’ The actual weight food 
consumed during the first weeks from 
grams per day, from the third week from 
grams. the wild state doves prob- 
ably consume from percent their 
own weight food. basis per- 
cent would take grams day maintain 
pair doves, which allowing average 
grams day for food fed the young dur- 
ing six weeks the summer, amounts over 
pounds year; which rate would take 

Gates finds that only small proportion 
the food grain and that wholly waste. Most 
the subsistence obtained from the seeds 
weeds. mentions the shooting doves 
account the alleged scattering them 
the seeds indigo weed, pest rice. The 
doves eat the seeds for the nourishment con- 
tained them and certainly unusual 
happening for one pass thru the strong 
gizzard entire. This unjust persecution the 
doves should stop. 

The writer presents the first evidence 
have seen that doves ever voluntarily take liv- 
ing insects; says birds captivity were 
seen eating ants. Notes are given also the 
nesting and food habits, and the rearing the 
young the nonpareil, bluebird 
bird.—W. 


ORNITHOLOGICAL RECONNAISSANCE 
NORTHEASTERN VENEZUELA WILLIAM 
BEEBE vol. no. Dec., 1909, 
pp. 67-114, figs. The main body the 
paper taken with the list birds ob- 
served. with more less extensive annota- 
tions pertaining the life histories, habits, 
color variations, etc. Parts one, two, and three 
are devoted the itinerary and accounts the 
character the country explored, while part 
five general summing ecological con- 
ditions; together with comparison con- 
ditions Venezuela and New York State. 

Descriptions nesting habits many the 
species are interest, especially from the 
standpoint such considerations those pre- 
sented the paper Peck the same sub- 
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ject the last THE 


CIFIC AND ADJACENT indicated 
the full title the paper given below, this 
list species observed very many 
widely distant points. The North American 
itinerary began with San Francisco, and in- 
cluded Puget Sound, Vancouver Island, Una- 
laska and certain the Aleutian Islands the 
westward the latter point. The annotations 
are heterogeneous nature, and many 
them could very well have been briefer. For 
instance, pages and 48, least the whole 
second paragraf, lines, consists irrele- 
vant incident, foreign purely scientific 
paper. And further, what possible use 
the record the Western Gull from San Fran- 
cisco Bay and the Glaucous-winged Gull from 
Puget Sound! with the bulk the 
water birds and least some the land birds, 
which have been recorded over and over again 
from the same localities. 

There are, however, number the North 
American records interest, such some 
those from the Aleutians. The two gulls, 
Larus schistisagus and Larus vegae, are listed 
from the vicinity Unalaska. Both are rare 
Alaska, and each case would like 
have known more about the specimens, any 
were taken American waters. Larus vegae, 
even, has been seriously douted, species 
distinct from argentatus (see Auk, 1902, 
20), least occurring American waters. 
pelagicus, the Kamchatkan Sea 
Eagle, recorded from Unalaska the basis 
one seen overhead flight—not altogether 
satisfactory the sole basis for the inclusion 
the species bird North America. 

The willow ptarmigan North America are 
subjected toa revision (pp. 51-54) the main 
points which are the separation the 
American continental form from the Scandi- 
navian under the name Lagopus lagopus albus 
(Gmelin), and the inclusion all the willow 
ptarmigan the southern coast region Alaska, 
from Norton Sound extreme southeastern 
Alaska, under the name Lagopus lagopus alex- 
for the Hudson Bay ptarmigan, seems 
point well taken; but the relative ranges and 
races the willow ptarmigan Northwest 
America will not probably rest with the status 
suggested Clark. 

this connection, the author exhibits 
attitude altogether unbecoming the treat- 
ment one worker another. page 54, 
implied that Grinnell was decided his 

2 The Birds Collected and Observed during | the 
Cruise of the United States Fisheries | Steamer ‘‘Alba- 
tross’’ in the North Pacific | Ocean, and in the Bering, 
Okhotsk, | Japan, and Eastern Seas, from| April to 
December, 1906 | By | Austin Hobart Clark (=Proc. U. S. 
Nat. Mus., vol. 38, pp. 25-74. Publisht April 30, 1910.) 


course name the ptarmigan, 
because coaching received from Clark, who 
freely vouchsafed his own conclusions re- 
gard the forms North America. Grin- 
nell had felt any gratitude towards Clark for 
the information advanced, and especially 
had made use even iota such informa- 
tion his publisht report, then would 
been incumbent upon him (Grinnell) have 
made full acknowledgment 
this, Grinnell did not feel and did not do, 
Hence opine that the patronizing comment 
the paper under consideration not relisht 
that author; and certainly will 
any added credit upon Clark.—J. 

THREE CASES SUPERNUMERARY TOE 
THE BROAD-WINGED HAWK WILLIAM 
vol. no. January, 1910; 
pp. 150-152, figs. 48-50). Three individuals 
possessing the same malformation are figured 
and described. Considering the rarity such 
occurring with such comparative frequency 
one species. One these examples was orig- 
inally reported Coale (Auk IV, 1887, 
pp. the other two are here figured for 
the first 


TURE RELATING WEsT COAST 
Auk, vol. XXVII, no. January, 1910; pp. 
33-35, and Palm-leaf Oriole. 
Florence Merriam Bailey. Contains notes 
the choice palm trees nesting sites 
the Arizona Hooded Oriole cucullatus 
nelsoni). eight towns and three country 
places the general region between Redlands 
and San Diego the summer 1907 counted 
forty nests made palm fiber and hung fan 
palms, and twelve made palm fiber and 
hung other trees.’’ 

Birds Storm. Albert Reagan, 
Supervising Warden the Olympic Bird Re- 
serves. thata storm August 
and succeeding days destroyed many young 
birds. The locality not stated but impli- 
cation must have been some the rocky 
islands along the west coast Washington. 
Cormorants perished, nearly the 
Puffins and all the California Murres. 
half hundred thousand birds must have per- 

The Auk, no. April, 1910: New Records 
the State Washington. Lee 
Dice. Richardson Grouse ob- 
scurus canyons Snake 
River; Western Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammo- 
dramus savannarum bimaculatus), 
Valley near Prescott, Walla Walla County; 
Mountain montanus), Pullman, 
Whitman County; Rocky Mountain Creeper 
(Certhia familiaris montana), Prescott, Walla 
Walla County; Long-tailed Chickadee 
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thestes atricapillus septentrionalis), Pullman, 
Whitman County, and Prescott, Walla Walla 
County. 

University California Publications 
Zoology, vol. pp. 307-309; publisht Feb. 21, 
1910: Heretofore Unnamed Wrens the 
Genus Thryomanes. Grinnell. 
Wren. Similar spilurus (Vigors) 
the Santa Cruz faunal area south and east 
San Francisco Bay, size, but dorsal color- 
ation brighter brown, vandyke tone, and 
flanks and light intervals crissum strongly 
washt with vandyke brown. Similar 
calophonus Oberholser Western Washington 
and Oregon, but dorsal coloration brighter 
brown, less sooty tone, and size decidedly 
Wing 51.4; tail 50.8; culmen 14.1. 
humid coast belt north the 
Golden Gate and San Francisco Bay, Marin 
and Sonoma Counties. 

Thryomanes Catalina 
Island Wren. Closely similar color and 
general size charienturus Oberholser 
the adjacent mainland, but averaging darker 
dorsally (more sepia and not umber brown) 
with heavier bill and conspicuously 
stantly larger feet (longer toes and heavier 
San Clemente Island, decidedly darker, 
less ashy coloration, and much more heavily 
barred under tail coverts; differs from 
nesophilus Oberholser, Santa Cruz Island, 
duller, less coloration, grayer flanks, 
longer bill and generally larger size. Wing 
54; tail 53.7; culmen 15.7; hind toe with claw 
14; middle toe with claw Catalina 
Island, permanent resident. 

pp. 311-316; publisht Feb. 21, 1910. 
The Savannah Sparrow the Great Basin. 
Joseph Grinnell. restricts the name 
alaudinus ‘‘the form summering throughout 
the vast interior northwestern North 
America, from Bering Sea and Kotzebue Sound 
the Mackenzie region’’, and separates the 
race that breeds the arid Great Basin region 
the United States under the name /assercu- 
lus sandwichensis nevadensis. Nevada Savan- 
nah Sparrow. Resembles sand- 
wichensis Bonaparte, but much 
paler thruout all plumages; white replacing 
buff, black streaks thus more conspicuously 
contrasted there being minimum amount 
hazel markings; size slightly less. From 
savanna (Wilson) the new form differs col- 
oration the same ways above but 
greater the bill proportionally much 
smaller, tho the wing length nearly the 
same. Passerculus sandwichensis nevadensis 
differs from its presumably nearest relatives 
its extremely pale coloration. This paleness 
not due less amount black-streaking, 
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but replacement buff and clay color 
white whitish and toa restriction, and dilu- 
tion clay color, the hazel areas each 
feather. The appearance white edges the 
rectrices remarkable feature, showing 
incipiency the condition among 
restrial birds where the outer rectrix either 
side chiefly white, Pooecetes. 

361-428, plates 32-34, text figures; 
publisht March 1910. Birds the 1908 
Alexander Alaska Expedition With Note 
the Avifaunal Relationships the Prince 
Sound District. Joseph Grinnell. 
Under the heading, Accounts; Distri- 
bution; Biological Notes; Variation’’, species 
and subspecies are noted, equally divided be- 
tween water birds and land birds. More 
less extensive notes are given under each 
species, being particularly noted. 
The six new subspecies described are all land 
birds. most ortant parts 
descriptions follow: 

Canachites Valdez 
Spruce Grouse. Resembles cana- 
densis osgoodi the interior Alaska (Yukon 
and Kowak valleys), but general tone color- 
ation darker; white markings less 
black areas more extended; and grays less 
ashy, more olivaceous. detailed description 
each type follows). The indications are 
that this form generally distributed the 
humid coast belt from the eastern side the 
Kenai Peninsula southwestwardly least 
far Hawkins Island, and probably beyond. 

Lagopus Montague 
Rock Ptarmigan. Similar Lagopus rupes- 
tris rupestris the interior Alaska (moun- 
tains near Eagle), comparable stage 
plumage, but coloration darker; black markings 
more extended; brownish shades deeper toned; 
white tippings reduced with 
ochraceous; top head nearly solid black. 

Ceryle alcyon caurina. Northwestern Belted 
eastern and southern North America, but size 
thruout greater, especially measurements 
flight feathers. 

pubescens glacialis. Valdez Downy 
Woodpecker. Resembles pubescens 
nelsoni northern and interior Alaska gen- 
eral way, but differs from slightly smaller 
size, having decided smoky wash over the 
lower surface, having the exposed lower 
surface tail completely black 
barred, having the flanks and lower tail 
coverts distinctly mottled with black, and 
having the white-spotting wings less 
extent; resembles gairdneri size, but 
smokines lower surface much less intensi- 
and not invading the white areas head, 
and white-spotting wings much greater 
extent; resembles medianus closely, 
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except for decided smokiness lower surface, 
black mottling flanks and lower tail coverts, 
and reduction spotting wings. 

sinuosa. Fox Sparrow. 
Perhaps nearest iliaca unalaschen- 
sis, but differs from that form smaller and 
especially slenderer bill, larger and heavier 
spotting beneath and much slatier tone 
coloration thruout; differs from 
the same ways but, except spotting, 
greater degree, especially coloration, because 
the warm hazel brown tone the Kadiak 
race; differs from meruloides(—P. an- 
nectens Ridgway) from the Yakutat Bay region, 
slatier, much less ruddy tone coloration. 
The type may described follows: whole 
pileum and dorsum dark sepia, closely ap- 
proaching clove brown; sides head and hind 
neck pervaded with slate gray; rump and 
edgings wings and tail Prout brown; 
ground color below pure white, with spotting 
same color dorsum; flanks and lower tail 
coverts broadly streakt with clove brown, the 
narrow light edgings the crissum being 
faintly cream buff. 

Penthestes rufescens vivax. Valdez Chest- 
nut-sided Chickadee. Like Penthestes rufescens 
rufescens coloration, but larger, 
tionally longer and bill bulkier. 

the Prince William 
Sound Avifauna; Discussion its 
are tables groupings birds the Prince 
William Sound District compared with ad- 
joining districts, with ‘‘Melan- 
ism the Endemic Species’’ four-page 
discussion the darkening colors birds 
general this region and the causes 
generally assigned for such change color. 
particular theory endorsed. 

pages 1-8; publisht May 26,1910. New 
Owls from Arizona with Description the 
Juvenal Plumage occidentalis 
(Xantus). Harry Swarth. Otus asio 
gilmani. Sahuara Screech Owl. Most like 
cineraceus (Ridgway), from which 
differs chiefly slightly smaller size, paler 
coloration and greater restriction dark mark- 
ings. Above pale ashy, darkest crown, 
each feather faintly vermiculated with dusky, 
and with narrow dark medium stripe. Under- 
parts somewhat darker, but still with dark 
markings much restricted. Legs and toes 
white, sparsely markt with dusky. The dis- 
tribution appears lower Sonoran zone 
principally Arizona. 

Strix occidentalis Arizona Spotted 
Owl. Similar occidentalis 
(Xantus), but slightly smaller, and conspicu- 
ously paler; white markings more extensive 
and dark areas less deep toned. Possibly quite 
extensively distributed thru the mountains 
Arizona.—F. 
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MINUTES COOPER CLUB MEETINGS 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 


MARCH.—The March meeting the Southern 
Division the Cooper Club was held 
Thursday evening, March 31, 1910, the 
home Mr. II. Lelande, 1320 15th St., 
Los Angeles. the absence President 
Morcom, the meeting was called order 
Vice-President Lelande, with the following 
members present: 

Messrs. Willett, Chambers, Judson, Davis, 
Holt, Antonin Jay, Alphonse Jay, Blaine, 
Law. 

The minutes the meeting were 
read and approved. 

motion Mr. Willett, seconded Mr, 
Alphonse Jay, and duly carried, the Secretary 
was instructed cast the unanimous ballot 
those present, electing active membership 
Messrs. Bradford Torrey, Burt and John 
Fortiner, Jr. 

Application for membership Weber 
Simi, California, proposed Appleton, 
was presented. 

interesting paper Tahoe birds 
Ray was then read, after which the members 
present indulged very enjoyable refresh- 
ments, over which many ornithological tales 
were swapt. Adjourned.—J. Law, Secretary. 
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